THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA

Document No. 71
[Diego Menendez de Valdes to-----23 San Juan de Puerto
Rico, June 7, 1585]
(P- i)                                       t
Very Illustrious Sir
(p. 2) ... On the 2Oth ultimo news reached me that at Las
Boquillas3 (south coast of this island, some ten leagues east of our
port of Guadianilla) a ship lay anchored which had landed men on
the beach. Since ships pass daily and take in water along that coast,
I supposed this was merely another one, and ordered that watch be
kept upon it. On the 4th instant I received word that at that place
there were two large vessels, that they had landed some 400 men
and built a breastwork and trenches and were felling logs and con-
structing pinnaces, and that my lieutenant at San German (which is
the place whither Guadianilla removed, and it is called Salamanca)
had arrived where they were, with 40 men. Instantly I sent 35
harquebusiers to join him that all together they might endeavour to
fall upon the corsairs as they went out to cut timber or take in water.
A day's march out, these troops received a letter from my lieutenant
saying that the corsairs had gone.
They left on the first of the current month. A post was brought me
on which they left written, in wretched hand, the message enclosed
herewith.4
A great breastwork was built, with a moat, and a long stretch of
beach enclosed with (p. 3) trenches, huts erected and a smithy; and
all in as great perfection as though they had purposed to remain
there ten years.
To a flag of truce which they displayed my lieutenant sent to the
centre of the beach two men to meet another two who said they
were English and carried merchandise for barter at very good price,
and that they were bound for New Spain, to trade. This is unlikely.
Arrived at Mona, these English took a bark belonging to Santo
Domingo which was coming here for cargo, and next day they took
a large frigate which was coming up from Santo Domingo laden with
1 A. de /., 54-3-6, Santo Domingo 155. i pliego, copy.
2 To some fellow official in the Indies, perhaps in Havana. On the same date he
wrote in similar sense to the House of Trade, a letter preserved in A. de /., 43-1-7/2,
Gontrataci6n 5107.
3 Grenville's Mosquito Bay.           4 Not found; but see Document No. 9 post.